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The Great Commission 

For additional Homilies and resources, see Deacon Jeff’s website, 

www.joyortheword.org. 

 

I. A Franciscan Sister’s Story 

a. One of my Theology 

Professors, Franciscan 

Sister, Was teaching in 

a large university 

b. She was attending a 

basketball game, and 

cheering on her 

students. 

c. She was seated immediately behind the 

University’s Varsity Quarterback, who had come 

to the game to cheer on his fellow athletes 

d. This young man was immensely popular 

e. And Sister observed him with great interest 

f. The young man exuded confidence, charisma, and 

charm 

g. It seemed every student wanted to be 

acknowledged by him, and warmly smiled and 

waved back at each acknowledgement from the 

crowd. 

h. He was seated with his girlfriend, and surrounded 

by his friends and team 

i. This young man appeared to be on top of the 

world! 
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j. At halftime, the young man’s girlfriend and 

friends went off to get drinks and food 

k. The young quarterback abruptly turned to the 

Franciscan Sister behind him and said, 

l. “Sister, may I speak with you sometime in 

private? 

m. “You are always smiling, filled with JOY, and 

at peace” 

n. “I want what you have!” 

o. She began meeting with the young man and 

introduced him to Christ and our faith. 

 

II. Sister followed today’s Gospel 

a. Without argument, without judgment, without 

even a lecture or discussion 

b. She SHARED her faith by LIVING her faith. 

 

III. The Gospel 

a. In today’s Gospel, Jesus commissions 72 disciples 

in the same way. 

b. Now, if you or I were about to send our friends 

into a hostile place, “like lambs among wolves.” 

c. We would probably prepare them…. 

d. Make sure you cell phone is charged, do you have 

my number, do you have directions, take some 

extra money just in case…. 

 

IV. But not Jesus . .  

a. He tells His disciples no special preparations are 

allowed 
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b. No money, no sack, no sandals 

c. Sent in pairs, they are to rely on their traveling 

companion, their fellow disciple, and trust in God 

d. They are to SHARE their faith by LIVING their 

faith 

 

V. Jesus’ instructions: 

a. Eat what is set before you 

b. Cure the sick 

c. Announce, “The Kingdom of God is near!” 

 

VI. Which is to say 

a. Accept the kindness of others: don’t shut yourself 

off from the world. 

b. Do good deeds of charity and service 

c. Here’s the vital one: Invite others into a 

relationship with Christ 

 

VII. It’s our lived and personal relationship with Christ 

that will attract others to our faith 

a. More than any judgment, argument, or discussion 

b. Our joy amidst the trials and celebrations of life 

c. Our Love of Christ and love and service to others 

d. Will attract others to our faith and to Christ 

e. As St. Francis de Sales advised, 

f. “Be who you are, and be that well, and bring glory 

to the Master Craftsman whose handiwork you 

are.” 

g. By knowing and living our faith, others will be 

attracted to Christ in us. 
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h. As SKD advised the SBS, “Let us attract them 

with our joy, then lead them to the source of that 

joy, the Sacred Heart of Jesus.” 

 

 

 

VIII. Encounter 

a. This week, 10 youth and 4 adults form out parish 

will be representing us at the  

b. Encounter the Gospel of Life Leadership and 

Service Camp in Washington D.C. 

c. About 350 youth and young adults from the 

Archdioceses of Baltimore, Philadelphia, 

Washington 

d. And the Dioceses of Wilmington and Harrisburg,  

e. Will be gathering (tomorrow morning)(today)  

f. To spend a week in prayer and service ministry 

g. At over 3 dozen ministry sites in DC 

h. To include the Little Sisters of the Poor, Our Daily 

Bread Catholic Ministries, and So Others Might 

Eat, to name a few. 

i. In direct imitation of today’s Gospel! 

j. Without any special preparation 

k. Without even knowing their service site! 

l. They are to SHARE their faith by LIVING their 

faith 

i. Accept other’s kindness 

ii. Do good deeds 

iii. Invite others into a relationship with Christ 
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IX. Our youth this week are providing the example for all 

of us 

a. What an opportunity! They will be living out, or 

Encountering, this very Gospel! 

b. What we just read from 2,000 years ago will be 

made new and present this very week. 

c. While we may not all have the means or ability to 

take a week to serve at a ministry site 

d. At the end of every Mass, like the disciples in 

today’s Gospel,  

e. The Risen Christ commissions us, sends us out 

f. To prepare the way for His coming 

 

X. Our Commission 

a. At the end of every Mass, the Presiding Priest 

offers a final blessing for our journey into the 

world, to every place Christ intends to visit, which 

is every place our daily lives take us. 

b. The Deacon then sends us out, “Go in peace to 

announce the Gospel with your lives.” 

c. And filled with joy to receive our common mission, 

or commission, we respond, “Thanks be to God!” 

 

XI. Other than the Mass, no further preparation is 

needed. 

a. No money, no sack, no sandals 

b. Sent as a Church, we are to rely on one another, 

and trust in God 
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XII. Christ’s instructions to us are the same: 

a. Accept kindness from others – we are not a 

cloistered Church, but active in the world. 

b. Do good deeds, acts of charity and service – 

especially for the poor 

c. Most important, Invite others into a personal 

relationship with the risen Christ 

 

XIII. We are sent to SHARE our faith by LIVING our faith. 

 

 

 


